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MS Amendment 
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Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
Dear Sir: 

This is in response to an Office action herein, mailed 26 February 2007, time for response to 
which is set to expire 26 March 2007. Restriction was required. 

Applicants hereby elect to prosecute the invention of Group II, claims 5-12 drawn to a 
controlled release composition. This election is made with traverse as it is believed that claims 1-4 
are specific to the essential ingredient of the controlled release systems of claims 5-12. While the 
polymer of claims 1-4 may have other uses, the requirement for inclusion of this polymer in the 
controlled release systems of the elected claims is analogous to a patentable composition and its 
method of use, which claims are typically rejoined if the compositions are allowable. Therefore, 
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applicants respectfully request the Examiner to reconsider this requirement. However, a provisional 
election to prosecute the claims of Group II is made. 

As to the election of species, applicants elect, with traverse, the homopolymer of 
N-(2-hydroxypropyl) methacrylamide dilactate. Applicants understand that should the species be 
found to be patentable, the generic claims and remaining species will be examined in this 
application as well. 

No amendments to the claims have been made and the claims are included herein merely for 
the convenience of the Office. 
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